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Washington Post Staff Writer 

Secretary of State William P. Rogers 
cautioned yesterday that the United 
States must not become “so obsessed with 
security matters that laws are freely vio- 
lated” at the expense of individual liber- 
ties. 

Rogers is the only survivor of the Nixon 
administration’s original cabinet, and he 
is one of the President’s closest long-time 
friends. For months he has avoided direct 
comment on the unpsual Watergate prac- 
tices undertaken in the name of extraordi- 
nary national security needs. Yesterday, 
in his first Washington press conference 
since Feb. 15, he put as much distance as 
possible between himself and Watergate, 
in response to newsmen’s questions. 

Despite prodding by newsmen, Rogers 
left open the increasingly recurring ques- 
tion of his own tenure as Secretary of 
State, which has been nourished -by in- 
tensified speculation that presidential se- 
curity adviser .Henry A. Kissinger soon 
may be named to succeed him. 

“However the President wants to run 
his foreign affairs and whom he wants to 
assign to certain tasks is up to him,” said 
Rogers blandly. 

He pronounced himself “very happy to 
have played the part I have played,” in 
the administration’s “most successful” for- 
eign policy. All Rogers would say about 
his future was to refer reporters back to 
a statement made through his spokesman 
on Aug. 7 on two posts. Rogers would 
“never” consider: a seat on the Supreme 
Court, or an ambassadorial appointment 
to Moscow, where the United States has 
been without an ambassador since Janu- 
ary, or anywhere else. 

Rogers, who served as Attorney Gen- 
eral in the Eisenhower administration, 
prides himself' W'thfe fact that the State 
Department has escaped any direct in- 
volvement in the Watergate scandals. 

Although President Nixon has said that 
national security requirements during the 
first years of his administration were “so 
grave as to require extraordinary ac- 
tions,” Rogers was able to avoid, until 
yesterday, public comment on his own 
view of the security needs. Rogers did not; 
disagree with the President’s assessment, 
but his emphasis differed considerably.* 

>'■ He said yesterday that he would ^hesi- 
tate” to “get into generalities and le|al 

See ROGERS, A4, Col. 1 


Associated Press 

Secretary of State Rogers: “I lean toward 
strict observance of legal requirements.” 
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not have sufficient support 
from the Amen teople or 
: from the Congress of the 
' United Srat.es, that it could ad 
: versely affect our foreign pol- 
icy and our foreign affairs.” 

‘Up to the present time” 
that has not happened, said 
j Rogers, but “the President is j 
• certainly correct that if we, are j 
overly obsessed with the. mat- 1 
tors /of Watergate, it could! 
! have adverse effects,, . a* 

On other subjects. A s 
said he was unaware of the 
'dual reporting, system” on: 
the clandfatjne, P 52 bombing j 
in Can\bodi« from. March, | 


comparatively optimistic view 
of the situation in Indochina. 

“I am encourage, person- 
ally,” said Rogers, “by the be- 
lief that the North Vietnamese 
have decided not to make ma- 
jor military efforts in South 
Vietnam A 

1 No 3 ?>h Vietnam, however, 
has yet to comply with all the 
terms of the Jan. 27 eeasMire 
agreement, including “an obli- 
gation to withdraw” its troops 
from Laos and Cambodia, be 
said. 

. “We have said to the North 
Vietnamese.” said Rogers. 

: “that : we are not about to 
come to any final agreement 
with them on assistance for 
; (postwar) reconstruction and 

ha|ttpation until the Paris 

iqej agreements are ifeplc- 
: mentjd fully, and that basic' i 
occutfcd yet.” 

Rogers officially announced 
that Iran ha.‘ agrees > re- • 
place. Canada on the interna- 
tional control commission; es- ! 
tablished by the Vietnam 
cease-fire accord, if oliim na- 
tions involved concui.-; A 
though Canada pulled out of 
the commission despairing of 
ary hope for effectively en- 
forcing tin- cease-fire. Rogers 
saM it is /important to have 
the work continue. 
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• There is “growing aware- 
ness” that the situation in the 
Middle East is “unstable and 
could be dangerous* -'with only 
the existing A rah- Israeli cease- 
fire. Blowing up planes and 
machine-gunning diplomats is 
“idiotic” and “somewhere 
aiong.th ' line the voice of rea- 
son” must begjtp to produce a 
settlement, but Rogers, offered 
no sign of specific encourage- 
ment. 


By Murrey Marder 


2 1 $73 


ers Hits 

Obsession \ 
On Security 



